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Your Voice at the National Rally in 
Canberra, June 2004 


Dear folks 

On October 9 Your Voice celebrated 
its first election campaign at a bbq at 
the campaign office in Alphington and 
spirits were high. Of course the 
broader election result which meant 
that we are to have another three 
years of ‘the lying rodent’ put a bit of a 
dampener on proceedings. 

In terms of our results - Richard's 
Senate ticket got 0.24 of the vote - 
beating the Hope Party, the 
Progressive Alliance, the Socialist 
Alliance (SA), Non-Custodial Parents, 
the Republican Party and all the other 
Independents. Once we are 
registered we can expect more 
coverage, more recognition and more 
votes. We got the SA preferences and 
so would have got over 0.5% before 
we got distributed 

to other parties. We are now in a 
great position to build as the next 
Left/progressive party. Remember - 
this is how the Greens started. 

In the House of Reps: 

Batman - Craig Bishop got nearly 1% 
Melbourne Ports - Les Cameron got 
1 . 2 % 


Lyne in NSW - Kerry Salt got 1.5% 

So congratulations to all candidates!! 

Thanks to everyone for helping spread 
the word and being party of our first 
battle to change the face of the nation. 

Our next task is to get more members 
and register - so please encourage 
your friends to join. With three more 
years of the same we need more than 
ever to get the Your Voice movement 
a ‘happening thing. We plan to build 
the movement and build the party. 
Richard is suggesting we develop the 
‘pledge’ we made with the Greens and 
Democrats Senate Candidates to 
commit to resolving issues of asylum 
seekers, Indigenous rights and 
Indigenous health and a Bill of Rights 
and form an alliance around 15 -20 
key policy commitments in 
contradistinction to the coalition 
government. Another aim for 2005 is 
to work towards a unifying progressive 
conference on these issues and 
therefore re-launch the left as a major 
force in Australian politics. No minor 
matters. We therefore need to 
fundraise and recruit like crazy. One 
of our patrons, Sid Spindler has 
suggested that we need an annual 
income of $100000 to put our ideas 
into action. One idea (again from Sid) 
is to get 20 individuals or groups of 
folk to commit to raising $5000 each 
per annum. If you would like to be part 
of this resourcing plan let us know. 
Any ideas welcomed but even more 
welcome are people who can 
implement their ideas. All this is 
doable if we want our nation to 
change. 

Remember - Don’t get mad, get even. 


Your Voice contact details: 4/2 Wingrove St, Alphington VIC 3078 1 

Tel: (03) 9490 1498 info@vourvoice.org.au www.yourvoice.org.au 









Richard Frankland’s Reflections on 
the Election 

When you have art you have voice, 
when you have voice you have 
freedom, with freedom of course 
comes responsibility. As sure as 
pressure makes diamonds there is a 
dangerous assumption in Australia 
that to be born here is to be born 
equal, that to live here is to live 
equally. This is not the case. History 
shows us this, contemporary 
happenings show us this and the fact 
that the rich are getting richer at the 
cost of quality of life of the poor show 
us this. 

The results of the last election have 
left many people breathless, if recent 
history is any indication then for the 
next three years at least Indigenous 
Australians, gays, unionists, the 
average worker and refugees are in for 
a governmental belting. We will see 
the inevitable erosion of basic rights 
taken away. We must be more vigilant 
now than ever, we must be stronger 
now than ever and we must have the 
courage and foresight to band 
together. 

The Howard government have been 
and are experts at promoting the 
concept of a nursery version of history, 
a nursery version of contemporary 
equality and the concept of blaming 
the victims. Parents don't throw their 
children over board, parents don't give 
their children third world diseases, the 
Howard government have continually 
fooled Australians again and again. 

We have became an elitist country 
where we are accountable only to the 
USA, not the United Nations and 


certainly not accountable to the people 
of Australia. 

I see with great sadness that 
metaphorically Australia is foresaking 
the Southern Cross to become a star 
on the flag of the United States. 

Where we have become a country 
where humanity is blatantly second or 
even third to the dollar, the mortgage, 
to economic rationalism and to the big 
company logo's. 

The Tampa fiasco, Indigenous health 
and industrial relations are ample 
evidence that we have forgotten our 
need to invest in the care of our fellow 
human beings. 

We live with a victors or conquerors 
view of history although we will not 
acknowledge that there has been a 
war. In short we live with a nursery 
version of history. 

I celebrate democracy along with 
every other person with a good sense 
of right and wrong. But I live in fear of 
those who control it. I fear we have 
voted in a government that will bring 
about the end of the essence of 
democracy in Australia. A government 
that will be ruthless in it’s protection 
and promotion of the big companies, 
the dollar making machines and that 
this will come about at the expense of 
the working man and woman, at the 
expense of family values and at the 
expense of the morals of Australia. 

The true meaning of freedom is 
equality. We must have courage to 
create, develop and protect our 
equality, we must be aware of the 
needs of our fellow human being and 
show compassion to them, we must be 
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vigilant for the rights of others and just society. The true meaning of 

above all we must strive everyday in freedom is equality, 

every way to create a better and more 



Your Voice Campaign Launch 
Federation Square, Melbourne, September 2004 
From left to right, Les Cameron, Aunty Joy Murphy, Frank Hytten, Lillian Holt, 
Richard Frankland, Jess Healy, Phong Ngyuen, Peter Lewis, Craig Bishop and John 

Harding 


People Power 

The election campaign was a great 
example of how people coming 
together can make things happen. 

The life of the Your Voice office (or 
rather desk) began a month or so after 
Richard announced his intention to 
create a political party. We moved into 
the Golden Seahorse Production office 
in Alphington and a number of 
dedicated people volunteered their 
time to keep the machine running, by 
answering phone calls, sending 
emails, posting out information and 
researching elements of the election 
process. 


It also took many people to help put 
together the fundraiser “Moom in the 
Hot Seat” held at the Aborigines 
Advancement League on September 
26 and the historical Campaign 
Launch held at Federation Square on 
September 30. 

On the day of the election, we had 
approximately 120 booths throughout 
Victoria staffed by dedicated 
volunteers and another 400+ covered 
with posters of Richard and with our 
‘how to vote’ cards available. After 
speaking with the Socialist Alliance 
representative at the polling booth I 
discovered that we had more booths 
covered than them!! - a considerable 
achievement considering the many 
years they have been established. 

3 


Your Voice contact details: 4/2 Wingrove St, Alphington VIC 3078 
Tel: (03) 9490 1498 info@vourvoice.org.au www.yourvoice.org.au 




















The surprising outcome for me on 
Election Day was how the people on 
the booths felt at the end of it. It may 
have been a whirlwind few weeks and 
we were surviving on next to no sleep, 
but nearly all of us felt incredibly 
uplifted by the positive feedback we 
received from the public and the other 
parties. 

It IS time the values of courage, 
integrity and compassion were instilled 
in our political and social psyche and 
practice. It }S time Australian Identity 
honours and celebrates the 500 or so 
Indigenous nations and tribes and 
welcomes the many diverse non- 
Indigenous cultural groups that are 
here now - and when I told the Greens 
rep that, he was so moved he had 
shivers down his spine! 

The election campaign demonstrated 
that we can achieve great things 
together. We would love your 
continued support and contribution in 
any way you can provide it. We of 
course need money to make Your 
Voice a formidable force. We also 
need people’s time and expertise to 
assist in fundraising, working in the 

office, helping to write policy and 
media releases, being at events to 
provide information about Your Voice 
and in many other ways. We welcome 
your suggestions. To be a part of the 
action and change Australia for the 
better please contact the Your Voice 


office on the details at the bottom of 
the page. As the office is managed by 
volunteers, our capacity to respond 
quickly is limited, and it may take a few 
days, however we will endeavour to be 
prompt and really appreciate your 
offers. 

** Last but not least, in the interests of 
saving trees and producing these 
newsletters regularly, we would love to 
be able to email them and other Your 
Voice news to you. If you are not 
currently receiving emails from Peter 
Lewis about Your Voice and would like 
to, please email Peter Lewis on: 
peter.lewis@unitinqed.orq.au ** 

Thank you to everyone involved 
in Your Voice, especially all of the 
volunteers, for your support, your 
commitment and your passion. 



Post Launch Exhilaration! Federation 
Square, Melbourne, September 04 


iFrom ad at Your Yoke, We Wish you a very Happy and Safe HoCiday Season 
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